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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS: 1st District, Rep. Mike Thompson; 6th District, Rep. Lynn 
Woolsey 
 
STUDY DESCRIPTION: The Santa Rosa Creek watershed is located in Sonoma County and 
includes most of the City of Santa Rosa. The watershed encompasses approximately 78.6 square 
miles and includes a variety of agriculture, parks, open space, and urban land. The community’s 
desire to preserve and enhance Santa Rosa Creek is expressed in the Santa Rosa Creek Master 
Plan. This plan includes restoring degraded areas and re-establishing parts of the creek as a place 
for human use and appreciation. The Santa Rosa Creek Ecosystem Restoration Study will focus on 
approximately 6.5 miles of the creek extending from Railroad Street to the Laguna de Santa Rosa. 
The study area also includes a portion of Mantanzas Creek located in downtown Santa Rosa, 
where a fish passageway designed to restore access to salmonid spawning habitat is planned.  
 
FISCAL YEAR 03 BUDGET:  $260,000 
 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: The House Committee on Public Works and Transportation Resolution 
(dated September 28, 1994) requested the Corps review previous reports on the Russian River, 
review the effects of Coyote and Warm Springs Dam on the Russian River and its tributaries, and 
determine whether modifications of their recommendations are advisable in the interest of 
environmental protection and restoration, erosion control and streambank protection, ground water 
supplies, and other purposes. The District commenced a Reconnaissance level study in July 1996 
and completed the study in September 1997.  The Reconnaissance Study recommended continuing 
into the Feasibility phase with two separate studies 1) a Santa Rosa Creek Ecosystem Restoration 
Study; and 2) a Russian River Watershed Management Study (see separate Fact Sheet). On 
November 17, 1997, Corps headquarters approved the District’s Reconnaissance Report 
recommendations. The Santa Rosa Creek Project Study Plan (PSP) was certified in October 1998 
and the Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement was signed with the City of Santa Rosa in May 1999. 
The Feasibility Study commenced in July 1999, upon receipt of local sponsor funds. In FY02, at 
the sponsor’s request, the scope of the study was increased to include developing a rainfall runoff 
model for the entire Santa Rosa Creek watershed, as well as investigating possible passive 
retention sites in order to allow a greater degree of ecosystem restoration. A new Project 
Management Plan and an amended Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement (FCSA), providing for up 
to 100% in kind cost sharing, is scheduled for completion in FY02.  
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FUTURE EFFORTS: Completion of the rainfall modeling study, Hazardous, Toxic and 
Radiological Waste (HTRW) investigations, the without project conditions conference (F3) and 
the alternative review conference (F4) are scheduled in FY03. 


